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Mr. Ken A. Kluksdahl
Tenneco Minerals
P.O. Box 2650
955 North 1300 West #4
St. George, Utah84770

Re: Gold Strike Mine. Phase I
Authorization to Operate

Dear Mr. Kluksdahl:

A final inspection of the Gold Strike Mine, Phase I, facilities wa^s conducte d on 22 February
1989. Mr. Wayne Thonas of the Southwest District Health Departrnent, Mr. Bill Damery
arxl Mr. Charlie Dietz of the Bureau of Water Pollution Control, and Mr. Russ Dugdate rud
yourself representing Terureco Minerals w€re present at the inspection,

The facilities appeared to be constructed in accordance with the approved plans and
specifications. Several rninor discrepancies observed have been corecled. You may now
Lregin use of the Pltase l,'l-acre heap leach pad and the ancilltry facilities subject to the
following conditions:

l. Sulfide ore must not be leached on on this 7-acre pad.

2. Rip-rap must be placed below the process pond emergency overflow before
start-up.

During the inspection, it was observed that:

1. Uncrushecl ore containing large chunks was being loaded on a portion of the pad.
The presence of large chunks may have cornpromised the integrity of the liner.

Tlre cushion layer over the liner must be sufficiently increased viz..36 inches, to
absorb the impact of large chunks in uncrushed ore on the liner when it is being
placed on the pad for the frst time. Uncrushed ore was not expected to be placed
on the pad according to the Notice of Intent doucment. However. uncrushetl ore
nray be placed on the previously deposited crushed ore on the pad.
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2. Minirnurn ore set back from the edge of the pad liner in some places wa.s less than
that shown in the approved plans. Process fluids and processed orc tnust not be
allowed to escape over the edge berm.

3. Static water test of the concrete diatomaceous earlh pond will be conducted over a
five (5) day period.

Subsequent phases of this project will have to be reviewed and approved separately for
issuance of construction permit.

We appreciate the courtesy shown to our staff during this inspection.

Please call Charlie Dietz if there are any questions.

Sincerely,

Utah Water Pollution Control Commiftee

,(^a /r4*
Don A. Ostler, P.E.
Executive Secretary

CGD/ag
cc: Mr. Brian Buck. JBR Consultants

Mr. Wayne Thonras, Southwest District Health Depafrment
Mr. Bill Dawson, Southwest District Health Department
Mr. Lowell Btaxton, Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
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